
ADJECTIVES – ADJECTIV 

 

Pairs of opposite adjectives 

 

Swedish alphabet: abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyzåäö 

 

 
Stor 

(large) 

Liten 

(small) 

Lång 

(long) 

Kort 

(short) 

Hög 

(high) 

Låg 

(low) 

Bred 

(wide) 

Smal 

(narrow) 

Tjock 

(fat) 

Smal 

(thin) 

 

Tunn = thin as of an object. Tunnbröd (= thin  bread) Tunnbrödsrulle (thin bread roll) 

 

 
Bra 

(good) 

Dålig 

(bad) 

Rak 

(straight) 

Krokig 

(crooked) 

Rak 

(straight) 

Sned 

(crooked) 

Vacker 
(beautiful) 

Ful 

(ugly) 

Glad 

(happy) 

Ledsen 

(unhappy) 

 

Ful = ugly, full = drunk      Låg  [Loag] (=low) Lag (law, team), Läg  [Laeg] (situation) 

 

 
Mätt 

(full) 

Hungrig 

(hungry) 

Ljus 

(light) 

Mörk 

(dark) 

Blond 

(blond) 

Mörk 
(dark-haired) 

Lugn 

(Calm) 

Orolig 

(worried) 

Rolig 

(funny) 

Tråkig 

(boring) 

 

Clean = ren  Unclean = oren   (adding ‘o’ before an adjective can create the opposite, but not always!) 

 

 
Pigg 

(active) 

Trött 

(tired) 

Frisk 

(healthy) 

Sjuk 

(sick,ill) 

Stark 

(strong) 

Svag 

(weak) 

Ung 

(young) 

Gammal 

(old) 

Ny 

(new) 

Gammal 

(old) 

 

Hospital = Sjukhus  Jealous = svartsjuk    Modern = modern, Omodern = old fashioned 

 



 
Torr 

(dry) 

Våt 

(wet) 

Slät 

(smooth) 

Skrynklig 

(crinkly) 

Hel 

(whole) 

Trasig 

(broken) 

Full 

(full) 

Tom 

(empty) 

Mjuk 

(soft) 

Hård 

(hard) 

 

En blöt hund = a wet dog  

Ett blött fönster = a wet window 

 

 
Ren 

(clean) 

Smutsig 

(dirty) 

Öppen 

(open) 

Ledig 

(free) 

Stängd 

(closed) 

Upptagen 

(occupied) 

Snabb 

(fast) 

Långsam 

(slow) 

Lätt 

(light) 

Tung 

(heavy) 

Lätt 

(easy) 
Enkel 

(simple) 

Svår 

(difficult) 
Komplicerad 

(Complicated) 

 

 

 
Billig 
(cheap) 

 

Dyr 
(expensive) 

Rik 

(rich) 

Fattig 

(poor) 

Tillåten 

(allowed) 
Förbjuden 

(forbidden) 
Öppen 

(open) 

Stängd 

(closed) 

Öppnad 

(open) 
Oöppnad 

(unopened) 

 

 

 
Bäddad 

(made) 

 

Obäddad 

(unmade) 

Rakad 

(shaved) 
Orakad 

(unshaven) 
Bekväm 

(comfortable) 
Obekväm 
(uncomfortable) 

Modern 

(modern) 

Omodern 

(old 

fashioned 

 

Säng = bed,  sängen är bäddad = the bed is made 

 

Skapa = to create, made 

jorden var skapad för länge sedan = the earth was created a long time ago 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Randig = striped 

Rutig = checked / chequered 

Prickig = Spotty 

Blommig = flowery 

Mönstrad = patterned 

 

Ljum = lukewarm 

Sval = cool



REGULAR ADJECTIVES 
 

 
stor = large 

 

Åke har en stor bil Eva bor i ett stort hus Ingrid har stora mattor 

Åkes bil är stor Huset är stort Hennes mattor är stora 

 

 

 

Fin Fint Fina (fine) 

Gul Gult Gula (yellow) 

Trevlig Trevligt Trevliga (nice) 

 

 

 

IRREGULAR ADJECTIVES 
 

Vacker Vackert Vackra (beautiful) 

Gammal Gammalt Gamla (old) 

Liten Litet Små (little, small) 

Blå Blått Blåa (blue) 

Född Fött Födda (born) 

 

I am born i Manchester = Jag är född i Manchester,    Djuret är fött i ladan 



 

 
 

regel = rule, oregelbunden, oregelbundet, oregelbundna = (irregular),  

regelbunden, regelbundet, regelbundna = (regular), 

enkel = simple, single (as of a room or a ticket), tur och retur (=return ticket), dubbel=double (or a room) 

mogen = ripe or mature, nyfiken = curious, vuxen = adult, välkommen = welcome 

målad = painted,  lagad = cooked or repaired   måltiden är lagad (cooked), bilen är lagad (repaired) 

bra = good, extra = extra, spännande = exciting, gratis = free, grattis = congratulations 

kort = short  gift = married, lätt = easy, tyst = quiet, intressant = interesting, svart = black 

hård = hard, blond = blonde, förkyld = ill (as in having a cold), känd = known, nöjd = satisfied,  

skild = separated, såld = sold, värd = worth 

red = röd, bred = wide, död = dead, glad = happy, sned = crooked 

 

 



COMPARATIVE ADJECTIVES 

 
lätt (easy) lättare (easier), lättast (easiest) 

hård (hard) hårdare (harder) hårdast (hardest) 

enkel = (simple) enklare = (simpler) enklast = (simplest)  regular (-el) 

äpplet är mognare än banan (the apple is more ripe than the banana) 

 

 
hög = high, högre (higher), högst (highest) 

tung = heavy, ung = young, 

låg (low), lägre (lower), lägst (lowest) 

lång (long), längre (longer), längst (longest) 

trång (crowded), trängre (more crowded), trång (most crowded),  

dålig (bad), sämre (worse), sämst (worst) 

bra (good), bättre (better), bäst (best) 



gammal (old), äldre (older), äldst (oldest) 

många (many), flera (several, many), flest (most) 

få (few), färre (fewer), inga (=none) 

 

  

 



COMPARATIVE ADJECTIVES 

(long adjectives and ‘isk’) 

 

 
 

 

 
praktisk = practical,   mer praktisk = more practical,  mest praktisk = most practical 

teknisk = technical,  mer teknisk = more technical,  mest teknisk = most technical 

förtjusande = adorable,   mer förtjusande = more adorable,  mest förtjusande = most adorable  

pojken är mer förtjusande än flickan (the boy is more adorable than the girl) 

pojkarna är mera förtjusande än flickorna (the boys are more adorable than the girls) 

intresserad = interesting,    mer intresserad = more interesting,  mest intresserad = most interesting 

 

 

 

 



ADJECTIVES PLACED BEFORE A NOUN 

 
In English the adjective never changes if we use “a/an” before a noun or “the” before a noun or if the 

noun if plural. 

 

For example:  

 

 Singular Plural 

Indefinite article An expensive car Many expensive cars 

Indefinite article An expensive house Many expensive houses 

Definite article The expensive car The expensive cars 

Definite article The expensive house The expensive houses 

 

the word “expensive” is the same in each case. 

 

 

 

In Swedish that is not the case and the adjective changes to its plural form when the plural is used AND 

to the same plural form when we use the Swedish equivalent of “The” (Den). 

 

So in incorrect English the Swedes are effectively saying…  

 

 Singular Plural 

Indefinite article An expensive car Many expensives cars 

Indefinite article An expensive house Many expensives houses 

Definite article The expensives car The expensives cars 

Definite article The expensives house The expensives houses 

 

 

 
obestämd form (the indefinite article), bestämd form (the definite article) 

en dyr bil (an expensive car), ett dyrt hus (an expensive house), många dyra bilar (many expensive cars) 

den dyra bilen (the expensive car), det dyra huset (the expensive house), 

de dyra bilarna (the expensive cars) 

 

en unik först dag i skolan (= a unique first day in school) 

den unika första dagen i skolan (=the unique first day in school) 



but adjective doesn’t change in the Superlative (the extreme of something) 

 

 
 

den finaste bilen (the finest car) De finaste bilarna (the finest cars) 

det finaste huset (the finest house) Evas finaste bilar (Eva’s finest car) 

Evas finaste bil (Eva’s finest car) Mina största bilar (my largest cars) 

Min finaste bil (My finest car)  

Mitt finaste house (My finest house)  

 

Tyngsta = heaviest längsta = longest äldsta = oldest  högsta = highest 

Yngsta = youngest      sämsta = the worse flesta = the most         största = largest 

Lägsta = lowest          bästa = the best minsta = smallest       trängsta = tightest, most crowded 


